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Where I am currently located and where I grew up is in Jiangmen, China. If thinking of China 

many people may think of Beijing, Shanghai or Guangzhou, but I am from Jiangmen, a small city 

in the southern part of Guangdong Province in China. A casual, slow-paced city that is steeped 

in Lingnan history and culture, and symbol the culture and spirit of overseas Chinese in China. 

Many of the elders in Jiangmen cannot speak Mandarin fluently only Cantonese. And there were 

many people emigrated to other countries during the initial gold rush years, and I know that 

Jiangmen's current prosperity would not have been achieved without the support of overseas 

Chinese. When I was young, my teacher told me, "We are from Jiangmen and we must remember 

the teachings and history left by our ancestors , love and respect this land." I am proud that I 

grew up in a land full of history and culture, and that the school I attended in junior high is 

related to the culture and history of the Jingxian Academy, which has established from the Qing 

Dynasty, around 260 years ago. Whether is my school or the city, I feel that living in this land, I 

am like a small character in a history storybook, reading the exciting story from the history, and 

working silently for the development of the plot in the future.

ME AND THE LAND
JIANGMEN



CULTURE
AND THE 
HISTORY

The emergence of Jiangmen can be traced back to the late Yuan and early Ming 

dynasties (1368-1388 AD). In 1904, Jiangmen was established as a port for foreign 

trade, introducing and developing modern Western industry and culture. After the 

establishment of the People‘s Republic of China, it was designated as a prefecture-

level city under the jurisdiction of the province in 1983. Jiangmen has a strong sense 

of Guangdong culture and Huaqiao(Overseas Chinese) culture. During the World War 

Two, the total amount of donations made by overseas Chinese during 1937-1945 

reached 5 billion national currency and invested in China to support the war effort and 

the construction of social and industrial development. Overseas Chinese who went out 

from Jiangmen, also brought the customs of their hometown to other countries, and

brought advanced science and technology, management experience and a large 

amount of money back to promote the prosperity and development of their hometown. 

China General Secretary, Xi Jinping has mentioned: "One of the most important 

characteristics of overseas Chinese is their love for their country, their hometown and 

their families. This is the Chinese people, the Chinese culture, the Chinese spirit and 

the Chinese heart. The reform and opening up of China and the construction of the 

Special Economic Zone are inseparable from the large number of overseas Chinese 

who care about their hometowns and their motherland." Jiangmen has the

responsibility to pass on the spirit and culture of the overseas Chinese, as the number 

one overseas Chinese township.



Jiangmen is a city that can tells stories to people. 
Although in this newer 21st century it still retains traces 

of its history from many years ago, the houses, alleys and 
trees... It allows people to walk on the roads that have 

been washed by history and watch how the city change 
step by step. It carries the history, culture and spirit of 
China's overseas communities. The people of Jiangmen, 

with their casual lives style, add a touch of fireworks to 
the city. They passing on the slow-pace, historical 

Guangdong traditional culture and creating new 
personality and stories to Jiangmen.

TO THE COMMUNITY…



TO THE 
WORLD…

Jiangmen has Kaiping Watchtower, Taishan Western House, 
Qiming Li overseas Chinese buildings and other overseas 

Chinese architecture. These overseas Chinese residences 
blend the essence of Chinese and Western architecture, 

forming a unique architectural culture of overseas Chinese, 

not only to reproduce the scenes of overseas Chinese life, 
but also become a “treasure” of the development of the five 

regions of Jiangmen overseas Chinese cultural tourism. 
Through the construction of the Huaqiao(overseas Chinese) 

culture, Jiangmen has been able to tell the story of the city 

and Huaqiao characteristics to the world, as well as 
attracting new generations of overseas Chinese to come 

back and start their own businesses in China. It is also a way 
to let overseas Chinese living around the world know that no 

matter is Jiangmen or China, the door is always open for 

them. China always is their home.



ABOUT THE VIDEO…

I chose one of the most historic places in Jiangmen for the video recording. Many of the buildings 

and streets in the video have been preserved from the last century and many of them were invested 

in by overseas Chinese after they returned to China. In the video, the lifestyle of the old generation 
and culture in Jiangmen is shown, as well as the Overseas Chinese Museum. In the museum, many old 

photographs of Jiangmen are shown, as well as cheques for donations to Jiangmen development and 

Chinese government and letters to family and hometown from overseas Chinese. 

Background Music: Traditional Guangdong music by Chinese traditional musical instruments


