
“Blacks in Western art and popular culture:  

past and present” 
A selection of readings for Black History Month  

 

The Past 

Black Victorians: Black people in British Art, 1800-1900 edited by Jan Marsh (N8232 B52) 
Presenting an important opportunity to assess how black figures have been portrayed in British 
art, Black Victorians is a fascinating survey of a subject that has been given little coverage to 
date. It is essential reading for anyone seeking a fresh perspective on a well-documented period 
of British history. 
 
Colored pictures: race and visual representation by Michael D. Harris (N8232 H2) 
In this book, artist and art historian Michael Harris investigates the role of visual representation 
in the construction of black identities, both real and imagined, in the United States. He focuses 
particularly on how African American artists have responded to--and even used--stereotypical 
images in their own works… Harris traces Black artists' responses to racist imagery across two 
centuries…The work of these and other artists… offer compelling insight into the profound 
psychological impact of visual stereotypes on the African American community. 
 

Through an-other’s eyes: White Canadian artists – black female subjects by Charmaine Nelson 
(N6545 N3). An exhibit at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa. 
“This exhibition will challenge viewers to go beyond the two and three-dimensional 
representations of black female subjects shown here in over thirty examples from the past two-
hundred years of Canadian art, and assist them to consider the social and racial implications 
implicit in the depiction of the subject” (Acknowledgements, p. 5) 
 

White on black: images of Africa and Blacks in Western popular culture by Jan Nederveen 
Pieterse (N8232 N3) 
A visual history of the development of Western stereotypes about Africa and Africans over the 
past two centuries, in engravings, advertisements, chocolate wrappers, dolls, comic strips, 
movies, news photographs, and a wide range of other popular media. 
 



The Present 
 
Dancing at the Louvre: Faith Ringgold’s French collection and other story quilts by Dan 
Cameron et al (NK9198 R45 A4) 
Contemporary artist Faith Ringgold has adapted the tradition of the American slave quilt to 
create a world in which African Americans and women dominate, where history is not only 
questioned but reinvented. 
 
Kehinde Wiley: Columbus (ND237 W45 K3). Catalog of an exhibition held at Roberts & Tilton, 
Los Angeles, Calif., June 3-July 8, 2006, and at the Columbus Art Museum, Columbus, Ohio, 
Sept. 8, 2006-Jan. 7, 2007. 
“Kehinde Wiley’s provocative portraits mine deeply rooted traditions of Western painting to 
address the ongoing cultural construction of identity. Upon the historic armature of sacred and 
secular themes provided by Old Masters, Wiley configures an authoritative image of the urban 
black male that counters and complicates the standard version proffered in mainstream 
America. His resplendent portraits… provoke a reconsideration of racial and gender 
stereotypes, while deconstructing the very modes and means of representation.” (p. 5) 
 
The murals of John Thomas Biggers: American muralist, African American artist by Olive 
Jensen Theisen (ND237 B44 T4) 
“… John Biggers was introduced to the art of mural painting at Hampton institute. During his 
career, he has ably used the medium to communicate culture and ideas producing more than 
twenty-three murals to date. Because mural painting has been such a strong focus of the work 
of this great artist, a book devoted entirely to his murals provides new insights into the man, his 
art and his world view” (preface, p. vii) 
 
Rhapsodies in black: art of the Harlem Renaissance by Richard J. Powell et al (N6538 A3 R4) 
Published to coincide with an exhibit scheduled to open in England, then travel to the United 
States, this catalog reflects the Harlem Renaissance's impressive range of art forms from 
literature and music to photography and graphic design. The works include not only those by 
artists based in New York, but also those from other parts of the U.S., the Caribbean, and 
Europe. 
 
SoulStyle: Black women redefining the color of fashion by Duane Thomas (GT615 T46) 
On these pages you'll find more than 101 reasons why "Black is Beautiful." From the sultry stars 
of film and television to the sexy divas of fashion and music, this book pays tribute to those 
women who are changing the way America defines fashion and beauty. Full-color photographs 
from such top photographers as Steven Meisel, Gilles Bensimon, Paolo Roversi, and George 



Holz showcase unforgettable Black women at the forefront of style and beauty--women who 
have helped lift the self-esteem of sisters everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


